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COMMITTEE OF THE HANS TOWN 
ARMED ASSOCIATION. 


_—————____——_____—_ H—— 


OcToBER iGth 1798. 
Tat Committee having duly conſidered the polite 
attention of the Rev. Mr. Sandilands to the wiſhes of 
the Corps, by has addreſs and exhortation to them on 
the preſentation of the Colours on Wedneſday laſt ; 
reſolved unanimouſly, that the thanks of the Committee 
and the Corps at large, be conveyed to Mr. Sandilands, 
figned by the Chairman ; that he be requeſted to print 
500 copies of the ſaid addreſs, and that he be pleaſed 

to accept the appointment of Chaplain to the Corps. 


Extracted from the Minutes. 


James WooDBRIDGE, Chairman. 


HANS TOWN ARMED ASSOCIATION. 


.—ůů——̃̃³ — ...... 


GENTLEMEN, 


Ix compliance with the wiſh you have 
been pleaſed to expreſs, that the addreſs I 
delivered before you, on the preſentation 
of your colours, might be printed ; I have 
taken the earlieſt opportunity in my power 


of reviſing and printing the ſame: and 
have only to regret that my humble en- 
deavour to co-operate in the laudable 


undertaking of your reſpectable Corps, 


is not more worthy of the flattering recep- 


tion with which it has been honoured. 
a 3 


11 
Whilſt offering to you this tribute of my 
reſpect, permit mo to 4fture you, that it 
will alwavs aifocd ©: great ſatisfaction to 
have any opportunity of evincing to the 
Corps, either collectively, or individually, 
the regard with which I am, 


GENTLEMEN, 
your faithful, 


and moſt obedient ſervant, 


Rich. SANDILANDS. 


ADDRESS 


S . 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 


Carrizo upon as I am this day, by this 
honourable Corps, to perform the ceremony 
uſually accompanying the preſentation of 
Colours to the new military aſſociated ho- 
dies of this kingdom; aſſociated for the 
defence of their King and Country ; the 
protection of their families, their religion, 
and their laws; I may naturally be expected 
to offer a few obſervations upon the advan- 
tages which have already reſulted from this 
gencral mode of union, and upon the mo- 
a 4 
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ral importance of the act which now en- 
gages our attention. It is an act which 
ought not to be regarded with the levity 
of profane exhibition, ſince you ae all 
ſolemnly aflembled, in the face of heaven, 
and under the ſacred banner of the chriſ- 
tian religion, to pledge yourſelves, as by an 
holy vow, by this Ens16N, which is fo 
reſpectably preſented to you from the 
liberal donor, that you will never ſhrink 
from the defence of the rights and pro- 
perties of your King, and fellow citizens, 
which are ſo gloriouſſy fenced around with 
juſt and equitable laws. 


Theſe are the praiſeworthy purpoſes 
for which this loyal nation hath, in an hi- 
therto unexampled manner, formed itſelf 
into aſſociations; new motives, which on 
this occaſion have ſprung from the com- 
mon enemy, giving riſe to new modes of 
exertion: and it hath moſt eminently felt 
the happy effects of the adoption of ſo ſa- 


1 The ſtandard bearing the colours. 2 Preſented by 
Miſs Gainſborough. 3 Given by Mrs. Tryon, 


1 
lutary a meaſure; for whilſt we have re- 
grettingly beheld, in our ſiſter kingdom, 
the ſtreams of blood, like an impetuous 
torrent, flowing from the reeking bodies 
of poor deluded, though implacable, and 
ſanguinary men; who ſpread fire and de- 
ſolation wherever the fiat of their infuri- 
ated leaders may chance to direct them; 
who, incapable of foreſight, and deſtitute 
of ſyſtem, have no other object than the 
hope of becoming plunderers in the flames; 
—whilſt, I ſay, we have, with infinite regret, 
beheld theſe outrages in our ſiſter king- 
dom; we of this happy nation have, by 
appropriate, and prudent regulations been, 
under the protection of heaven, moſt won- 
derfully preſerved from defeats abroad, 
from internal commotions at home, and 


from the malicious machinations of our 
foreign foes. 


For ſo great, ſo invaluable a mark of 
the divine favour, let us here pauſe ! 
and after the example of the royal, and 


3 Henry V. Rapin's Hiſt, Eng. 
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ntrepid Leader of a band of britiſh heroes 
at the battle of Azincourt, and after the 
example of many more * worthies in 
whoſe heroic breaſts the ſentiments of pi- 
ety and religion were not obſcured by the 
exultation of victory, bow with humble 
ſubmission to the throne of heaven, and 
give to God the glory. I beſeech you then, 
my worthy countrymen; always to remem- 
ber, and that with awful re ce, this 
one indiſputably fixed, and fund l 


principle; that it is the Almighty Maker 


of the world, who, from its creation, hath 
eſtabliſhed and deſtroyed kingdoms, and 
nations; and appointed their permanent 
proſperity only, as long as mankind deſerve 
well under his eternally well regulated, 
and immutable laws. He has laid before 
them in his ſacred oracles, rules for the 
regulation of their conduct ; but permits 


1 A remarkable inſtance of this kind occurred in the 

great =D king of Poland, after having defeated, with a 

2 1 50,000 Turks who had laid ſiege 

—_—_— "See the Hiltory of Poland, publiſhed in 1795» 

page 196. But the moſt recent wn — knowledge 1s 

Flat of Admiral Nelfon. See his pu _y n his 

defeat of the French fleet off the — * Nic. Al. Al- 
mighty God has bleſſed his Majeſty's arms, = 
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the extravagant licentiouſneſs, and un- 
bounded ambition of men, to riot in the 
abominations and prodigality of the age, 
till the meaſure of their iniquity is full; 
but permits it only, leſt he ſhould appear 
to take away the fair freedom of human 
actions. For theſe actions, however lightly 
the conſequence may be regarded, I ſpeak 
to you my fellow chriſtians with deference, 
but with tharffrmneſs with which I ought 
to ſpeak ; I repeat, that for theſe actions 
we ſhall at ſome ſolemn period hereafter, 
be all obliged to give * account ; whether 
we have exerciſed them in a private, or 
in a national and public capacity. 


But that I may keep ſteadily in view 
the object for which this aſſembly, toge- 
ther with the affociated bands of this envied 
iſland, and kingdom, have been formed; 
I ſhall endeavour to bring to your recol- 
lection how governments, kingdoms, and 
nations, have ſprung into being ; from in- 
dividuals affociating themſelves to protect, 


1 Eccleſiaſtes xii. 14. 


1 
and defend their rights, and property, 


againſt the encroaching oppreſsions vt their 


In the infancy of the world, when 
mankind had not greatly multiplicd, every 
parent naturally became the protector of 
his own family; and a kind of * legiſlator 
to his little domeſtic ſociety; but in pro- 
ceſs of time, as they increaſed in numbers, 
and poſſeſsions, they increaſed in luxury, 
the parent of imaginary wants, and the 
nurſe of accumulating crimes. 


Hence the turbulent diſpoſitions of 
ſome, in thoſe ſocieties, invited coercion ; 
and taught the neceſsity of public laws; 
and magiſtrates and rulers were gradually 
appointed by the more diſcerning amongſt 
them, to accommodate diflentions, and 
curb the unruly by reſtraint. Hence aroſe 
the neceſsity of governments, which pro- 
greſsively extending, were at length formed 
into ſtates or kingdoms, under choſen ru- 


1 See Rollin's Introd, anc, hiſt, 
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lers; who, with the ſociety over which 
they ruled, aflociated themſelves together 
for their mutual protection againſt the 
crafty deſigns of thoſe, whoſe rapacity or 
ambition might ſtimulate them to the pur- 
ſuit of unwarrantable enterprize. As theſe 
governments grew more populous, and ex- 
tenſive, each ruler, upon his approved mo- 
deration and wiſdom, became digniſied 
with the majeſtic title of King, on whom 
a ſceptre was beſtowed ; to whom tribute 
was granted and homage paid : guards 
were appointed for the ſecurity of their 
perſons, and as honourable appendages to 
the royal character: the * full powers of 
the adminiſtration of juſtice were commit- 
ted to their management; and for the 
puniſhment of crimes they were inveſted 
with the ſword. Content with theſe ho- 
nours, and ſatisſied with their power and 
dominion, they were more ſolicitous to 


defend, than to enlarge the boundaries of 
1 Quos ad faſtigium hujus majeſtatis, non — po- 
pularis, — 4 5, 1 
r. ** LI. 


2 Populus nullis — . 
pro legibus erant. ibid. 
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their domain. However, as feuds and 
animoſities to the ſubverſion of all order, 
and indeed not unfrequently to the total 
ruin of the parties, where different intereſts 
are competitors, ſometimes break out, 
even in well regulated families; fo, from 
this irritable diſpoſition in men, from jarr- 
ing intereſts, a defire of glory, and extended 
dominion ; it might fairly be expected 
that ſtates and kingdoms would not be long 
exempt from this mighty evil. Accordingly 
we read of * kings, ambitious in their 
projects, and inſatiable of renown, waging 
remote and diſtant wars in the early periods 
of government, for what has been called 
the glory of their ſubjects only, as they 
declined the government of the conqueſts 
they had made. 


Ninus, king of the Aſſyrians, ſeems 
to have been the firſt, whoſe luſt of ambi- 
tion, and exorbitant ardour for the enlarge- 

1 Sefoſtris king of Egypt, and Tanaus = Scythia. 


See alſo the lite of Alexwider the great; in modern 
tunes, that of Charles XII. of Sweden. 
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ment of his territorial poſſeſsions, puſhed 
him on to conqueſts: his enterpriſing ſpirit, 
inflamed with a ſeries of ſucceſs, ſpurred 
him forward to a vaſt aggrandizement of 
power ; and, at length, enabled him to 
reduce all the countrics of the Eaſt under 
his government and authority. But the 
reſentments and jealouſies, which on ſuch 
occaſions, naturally pervade the human 
mind, and operate upon the inclinations 
and paſsions of men to reſiſt the oppreſsions 
of a daring and encroaching enemy, and 
detrude from his ill acquired eminence the 
invader of uſurped poſſeſsions, would ir- 
reſiſtibly impel ſmaller communities, to 
league and conſederate together, as af- 
terwards the commonwealtlis of Greece 
againſt the kings of Perſia; or, in later 
times, the cantons of Switzerland and the 
ſtates of Holland againſt the Auſtrian aud 
other powers, to ſeek their ſafety by una- 
nimous exertions ag unſt a formidable 
oppreſſor. Yet, however favourabiy theſe 
circumſtances may, in all ages, have co-. 
operated, and enabled the conſederates to 
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check the progreſs of overbearing princes, 
and turn the tide of victory; ſucceſs has 
ſeldom taught the victors better leſſons than 
the vanquiſhed ; ſeldom taught them that 
true heroic virtue conſiſts in the exerciſe of 
clemency, and that the greatneſs of a ſu- 
perior mind is evinced by the mild mea- 
ſures of a forgiving conduct. But often, on 
the contrary, fired with a ſenſe of the in- 
juries they ſuſtained ; or with the ſame 
deſire of rapacity, or domination, which 
marked the character of their adverſaries; 
they who, from ſufferings, ſhould have 
learned moderation, have frequently allowed 
themſelves to be hurried into the moſt un- 
juſtifiable means of revenge; and have 
ſometimes deprived even unoffending prin- 
ces of their liberties and lives, or tortured 
them by ingeniouſly contrived and wanton 
cruelties; forced them to undertake the 
* ſervile and laborious employment of 
mines, degraded them by the moſt humi- 
liating offices of the baſeſt ſlavery, and 
diſpoliated both them and their poſterity 
1 See Rollin's anc, hiſt. vol. 1. 


1 
of every veſtige of their poſſeſsions in order 
to augment their own. 


Thus nations who before had enjoyed 
the bleſsings of liberty ſuffered its depri- 
vation, with the loſs of all their property; 
and endurgd the hardſhips of a cruel bon- 
dage under the tyranny of thoſe conquer- 
ors, who claimed their ſervitude as the 
ſpoils of war; and taught the invidious 
diſtinction between a maſter and a ſlave. 


Such various cauſes, ſuch viciſsitudes 
of fortune, have ever proved greatly in- 
ſtrumental in national revolutions; ſome- 
times in erecting vaſt and mighty empires 
out of petty ſtates and kingdoms; and in 
fixing one potentate to govern, where 
many before ſwayed a ſceptre. However, 
there have never been wanting good and 
virtuous princes, remarkable for their 
wiſdom and diſcernment; their moderation 
and magnanimity of ſoul; who, attentive 
to the public weal, have always made 
their people's ſufferings their own ; who 
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have aſsiduouſly ſought to win the affec- 
tions of the conquered ; ruled them with 
mildneſs and great political diſcretion ; and 
who have diſdained to impoſe on them bur- 
dens too heavy to be born. Forbearance 
and philanthropy like this, will obliterate 
the prejudices of enemies; will ſecure the 
applauſe of virtuous and loyal citizens; 
will dignify the faithful page of hiſtory; 
and for ever immortalize a Prince's name. 


Thus I have endeavoured to lay before 
you a general, but conciſe, account of the 
political affociations of mankind ; and of 
the origin of ſtates and kingdoms in the 
carlieſt ages, from the moſt authentic re- 
cords that have been tranſmitted to us on 
the ſubject; and as full as the ſhortneſs of 
the notice, with which I was favoured, 
would allow me to be prepared. 


It now, my worthy fellow-chriſtians, 
only remains for me to make ſome few ob- 
ſervations upon this new mode of aſſocia- 
tion, which, as I beſore obſerved, under 


1 
the providence of God, has proved a bleſ- 
ſing to this country. It has united in one 
common bond of amity and friendſhip, 
and in one general cauſe, many, other- 
wiſe, careleſs or diſaffected perſons in the 
ſtate; and made men active in the diſco- 
very of any ſecret plot, contrivance, or 
ſtratagem, aimed at the ſubverſion of our 
government, liberty, or laws. It has not 
only had the happy tendency to ſap to 
the very foundation plans artfully laid, for 
the deſtruction of all that is held valuable 
to Britons, and which liberty alone can 
beſtow ; but it has preſerved innumerable 
members of the community from the con- 
tagion of plauſible and ſpecious ſpecula- 
tions, calculated only to miſlead the 
unwary ; which, like a peſtilence on the 
body, often, by inſenſible degrees, pervades, 
and faſtens on, the mental faculties of good 
and upright men. It has preſerved us from 
the dreadful evils of french fraternity, and 
the inauſpicious and cant terms of liberty 
and equality; terms which have produced 
more miſery wherever their baleful influ- 
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ence has extended, than all the french 
arms could unitedly have accompliſhed. 
It has guarded us againſt thoſe evils, which 
are mingled in the maſs of that wicked 
and abhorred * ſyſtem that drives at the de- 
ſtruction of all moral and religious princi- 
ples, the luxuriant ſcion of the philoſophy 
of France, which, though foſtered in her 
own boſom, like the offspring of the Pe+ 
lican, has turned and preyed upon the 
vitals of its mother, and inſatiably ſtrug- 
gles to extend its voracious appetition to 
all the quarters of the globe. In Europe, 
we have beheld Holland, Flanders, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Italy, Ireland, and 
even Spain, to exhibit woful examples of 
its devouring progreſs. Holland has mi- 
ſerably experienced the loſs of all her 
trade, commerce, and independance ; and 
Italy, long the ſeat of claſsic taſte, ſcience, 
and clegant refinements, has been plun- 
dered of all her highly eſteemed and pre- 
cious ſtores, and the once great Potentate 
of Rome, whom all Europe venerated, has 
been turned out from his pontifical dignity, 
1 See the Purſuits of Literature, page 19-22, 
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a wandering beggar. Theſe are the bleſ- 
ſings for which french fraternity is offered! 
Wiſely therefore, my loyal brethren, have 
you aſſociated together to oppoſe the 
dreadful ravages of this deſtructive ſyſtem ; 
and whilſt you fteadily and virtuouſly 
maintain your ſtations, you will have no 
cauſe to be © afraid of any terror by 
night, or of the peſtilence that walketh in 
darkneſs, or of the ſickneſs that deſtroyeth 
in the noon day; a thouſand may fall be- 
ſide you, and ten thouſand at your right 
hand, but it ſhall not come nigh you: yea 
with your eyes ſhall you behold and ſee the 
reward of the ungodly.” You will 
conviace mankind of your upright inten- 
tions, and that you put on this martial 
appearance but for the ſake of peace, ſub- 
ordination and good order; to defend your 
king and your country, your families, your 
religion and your laws, from the calamities 
of inteſtine broils, and the implacable atrc- 
citics of your foreign enemies. 3 


1 Plalm gr. 5. 
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Peace and good order are always beſt 
preſerved under an approved delegation of 
a well-ſupperted authority ; and under a 
prudent exerciſe of that authority, the 
members of a body politic move on in an 
amicable confederacy together, and give 
ſpirit and energy to the cauſe they under- 
take by a pleaſing and ſuitable variety of 
forms. But if the delegated authority 
ſhould prove inefficient, ſubordination can 
no longer be maintained ; and the advan- 
tages of the general cauſe will be loſt in 
its unhappy diſſolution. Every one will 
be willing to aſſume, what no one will be 
willing to concede ; whilſt anarchy and 
confuſion will raiſe their heads triumphant, 
and laugh at the folly of the multitude 
who, from want of thought and experience, 
abſurdly ſuppoſed it was an eaſy taſk to 
govern. 


Unite cordially together then, my 

friends, and “ take heed that * ye fall not 

out by the way.” Unanimity, in all un- 
; Geneſis xlv. 24. 
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dertakings, 1s the very baſis of ſucceſs. 
Without it, Alexander himſelf would never 
have led on his victorious troops to ſuch a 
ſucceſsion of brilliant conqueſts; nor would 
Carthage, the proud offspring of commer- 
cial Tyre, for ſo long a period have main- 
tained her own importance and the ſove- 
reignty of the ſeas againſt the Roman arms; 
which could never gain the aſcendency, 
till, in her councils, faction raiſed its head, 
and ſucceeded in recalling her Hannibal 
from Italy : nor without it would Buona- 
parte, the Alexander or the Hannibal of 
France, whoſe unprincipled, but daring 
and capacious ſoul ſoars to imitate their 
examples, ever have atchieved ſuch pro- 
digics of valour, as to have procured him 
the conquelts of Turin, Milan, Venice, 
Rome, and Malta; and led him to the 
bold enterprize of undertaking to ſubdue, 
and wreſt from our authority, our aſiatic 
poſſeſsions, with all our indian trade and 
commerce. But the arrogance of his pre- 
tenſions, and the madneſs of his career, by 
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our late moſt ſignal and glorious * victory, 
and by the ardour of an unoffending peo- 
ple againſt himſelf or country are, we 
truſt, like the proud waves of the ſea 
which have their bounds, arreſted in their 
progreſs on the Egyptian ſhores ; where, 
cut off from the means of recruiting his 
army, diſſatisfaction and diflention will 
prevail, the hoſtile Arabs, more nume- 
rouſly confederated, may pour down upon 
him like a flood, and, like the overwhelm- 
ing cataracts of the Nile, or the tornado 
of the deſerts, ſwallow him up in one 
devouring vortex. 


Such, my brethren, is the importance 
of order and unanimity, but if kingdoms 
and communities divide againſt themſelves, 
they cannot ſtand : they pave the road to 
the ir own ruin, and give to the vigilant 
and indefatigable enemy certain and de- 
ciſive victory. 


1 Under the command of Admiral Nelſon, 
2 Vide Seneca nat, quæſt. I. 4. c. 2. 
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Keep ſteadily united then, my friends, 
in the glorious cauſe you have undertaken 
to defend, and if little feuds and animo- 
ſities of a private nature, ſhould at any 
time ariſe, ſhew the greatneſs and ſuperior 
elevation of your minds, by conſigning 
them at once, to the tomb of eternal ob- 
livion. Let the true ſpirit of chriſtian 
philanthropy diſtinguiſh all your actions; 
it will gain you the gratifying approbation 
of your own conſcience, and the applauſe 
of your protected neighbours; and whilſt 
you nobly ſtep forward, with your perſonal 
and pecumary ſervices, to defend their 
lives and properties, and to eaſe the bur- 
dens of the ſtate; pleaſed with your con- 
duct, and admiring your zeal, they will 
be proud to imitate your example, and 
give new energy to your undertaking. In 
all your various purſuits and avocations of 
life, let the true ſpirit of brotherly affec- 
tion never be forgotten; and I call upon 
you by the moſt ſacred obligations of our 
moſt holy religion, and by every motive 
that can recommend you to divine favour; 


1 ; 

that, through the whole career of your 
military character, you will never oblite- 
rate from your minds, that it is God alone 
who giveth victory. He hath moſt won- 
derfully preſcrved and protected this happy 
land; hath eminently upheld, in the midſt 
of hoſtile dangers, our moſt gracious Sove- 
reign the beſt of Kings, ſixed by his vir- 
tues in his people's love ; crowned him 
with ſucceſs againſt his enemies, to exalt 
his character, and diſplay in the very midſt 
of victories, the glorious * attribute of 
mercy. Let us be ever grateful for theſe 
bleſsings ; and let us deeply root in our 
minds, a never to be eradicated veneration 
for that incomparable * conſtitution which 
calls him Preſident ; let us ſet a juſt value 
upon its laws, for they are moſt equitable; 
and upon its government, for it is moſt 
mild ; and under the wiſdom of its coun- 
cils, our kingdoms flouriſh, and our com- 
merce ſpreads its ſails in every ſea. 


1 See general amnesty proclaimed in Iretand. 
2 Read DeLolme on the conſtitution of England. 
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But, my reſpected brethren, however 
proſperous and flouriſhing may be this 
favoured iſle, let us not arrogantly attri- 
bute her proſperity to inſulary ſtate, or 
human ſkill and bravery; but awfully 
recollect the proud aſpiring Tyre, mono- 
poliſt of the commerce, and emporium of 
the riches of the world; who, girt around 
with ſeas, with taunting and licentious 
inſolence, defied the omnipotence of hea- 
ven, and reared her head amongſt the 
clouds. Alas how fallen ! The great the 
mighty mart of nations, pampered high 
with luxury and pride, regardleſs of that 
Providence by whoſe permiſsive aid ſhe 
towered to her ſtate of eminence and ſplen- 
dour, quitted her dependence on his 


1 Biſhop Newton ſpeaking of Tyre has this remark : 
& Trade is a fluctuating thing : it paſſed from Tyre to Alex- 


andria, from Alexandria to Venice, from Venice to Ant- 


— from Antwerp to Amſterdam and London, che Engliſh 
rivalling the Dutca, as the French are now rivalling both.“ 
but it muſt be here added, that our recently great and various 
naval victories, leave this happy ifland now without a rival 


in the ſcale of commerce; and, like Tyre of old, the mart of 
all the nations of the world. | 


( 28 ) 
power; and thus unmindful of his favours, 
foughtthe puniſhment decrecd by heaven; 
which, by prediction told, would ſully all 
her pomp and grandeur, and bury her magni- 
ficence in perpetual ruin. 


« * Now therefore, my countrymen, 
ſtanding in the ſight of this aſſembly, ſo- 
lemnly arrayed in the preſence of our 
God; reſolve to ſcek, and keep the com- 
mandments of the Lord your God, that 
you may poſleſs this good land” our Britiſh 
Tyre, “ and leave it for an inheritance for 
your children after you for ever: ſerve him 
with a perfect heart, and with a willing 
mind; for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, 
and underſtandeth all the imaginations of 
the thouglits. If ye ſeek him, he will be 
found of you; but, if ye forſake him, he 
will,” as he has already done by Tyre, << caſt 
you off for ever,” for nothing can reſiſt his 
will. Exalted high above the heavens, 
unruffled by the jar of claſhing elements, 


1 Read 26, 27, 28 ch. of Ezekiel—and Biſhop Newton's 
diſſertation on the prophecics concerning Tyre. Vol, 1. 
p. 314—351- 5th edit. : 

2 1 Chron, 28. 8, 9. 


( 29 ) 
by the clang of clarions ſounding war, 
which agitates the world ; or by ſtern re- 
bellion's ſtandard raiſed to mutiny againſt 
his power; calmly he views the angry 
ſtorms amidſt the wreck of nations, and 
uncontrouled, commands ; ſerenely guides 
the helm, and ſtcers by his beheſt, the 
perturbatcd veſſel of the univerſe. 


My Brethren;—I intreat that you 
will now fervently join with me in prayer 
to God for aid in all our wants, in that full, 
and comprehenſive, form of words which the 
bleſſed Saviour of the world himſelk 
ſor our inſtruction. * 


Our Father, &c. 


HERE FOLLOWED, 


The prayer for the King, 
the prayer for the Royal Family, the prayer in 
time of War and Tumults, and laſtly, this in 
behalf of the Aſſociation. 


O Moſt Holy, Eternal, and Almighty 
God ;—unchangcable, and infinitely good! 


1 50 J 

with awful reverence, I bow down before 
thy throne, to implore thy gracious favour 
in behalf of theſe thy ſervant: ; who, before 
this congregation, in thy preſence are ar- 
rayed, to receive the BANNER of the cauſe 
they take in hand. Deign, O Lord, with 
thine accuſtomed goodneſs, to admit them 
under thine eſpecial providence, and ac- 
cept them for thy choſen Band. 


Pour into their hearts ſuch an infuſion 
of thine aſsiſting Spirit, as may induce 
them, at this ſolemn moment, to pledge 
in ſocial union and fidelity, to 
N n We in chriſtian purity, thy 
holy laws. Ip vigorate their fouls with ſuch 
rehgious ur, as may impel them to 
counteract the evil deſigns of thoſe who 
attempt the ſubverſion of thine ordinances, 
by diffuſing every where around the ſpe- 
culations of their vain philoſophy ; which 
like SIN, attired in captivating form, al- 
lures mankind from reaſon and from duty. 
Fill them with ſuch admiration of thy 


tranſcendent power and greatneſs, as may 


19 
promote in all their undertakings, a juſt 
conformity to thy will. Inſpire them with 
zeal to preſerve the tranquillity w of this 
peaceful Ifle; and if this their BANNER 
ſhould be at any time unfurled to offipoſe 
the baleful influence of tumultuous Qut- 
rage or ſtern Rebcllion, let the Angel of thy 
preſence lead them, and do thou, O * * 


maintain their cauſe. 


Should Sedition or ſccret Conſpiracy 
at any time, pervade this kingdays * 
guile its deluded victims to 
our implacable foreign eng 
ting to invade this land, 
vants, rouſed to meet the 
their ſtandard, and rally 
arms; then do thou inſpire? 
fortitude and courage, and 
thy dwclling place 
efforts, and give ther 
And finally, do thou 
inſtill into their minds R 
titude in guide of all th 
teach them in their vie 


dattle. 
Fs God, 
ſe of rec- 
tions, as may 
4 

, that valour 


+ 
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1 
tempered with mercy, is the brighiteſt or- 
nament of a chriſtian ſoldier's life, 


Y 
F 2 


THE N31 NG, 


Sk LOYAL FRIENDS, 


In all your undertakings, let order 
„zd unanimity prevail; let your alle- 
nance to your King and Country ever 
be unſhaken, and may the bleſsing of 


: 
ighty God, the Father, Son, and Holy 
re and keep you for ever, and 


FINIS. 


